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Place:	Romers Party Room
Date: 	9/03/24


Members present: Eydie Kremer, Michelle Dues, Stan Sutter, Jackie Muhlenkamp, Lori Homan, Edyie Wourms, Josh Schmackers, Lisa Niekamp-Irwin, Kelly Baker, Karen Romer, John Yoder, and various members of the community.

President Michelle Dues called the meeting to order.

Minutes from the June meeting were approved by Lisa and seconded by Kelly.

No treasurers report.

Jared Ebbing attended the meeting and gave an update on jobs in Mercer County. Focus on keeping our young people here and that includes affordable housing. His office focuses on community development as well as economic issues. Infrastructure for all areas of the county, including all grants the government has available. His office is handling these types of grants, which is part of community development. Workforce development is a focus, including BAC (Business Advisory Council) which are schools and businesses coming together to make sure students graduating soon have all the opportunities available to them. Many business expansions are happening in the county, there are 400 active jobs on the Hometown Opportunity website. Mercer county has one of the lowest unemployment rates and the best agriculture rate in the state. He said the Covid funds have been depleted but new grants are being developed as the federal government still has funds available. The culture of work is part of Mercer County, and you can see that by the work ethic of our community. Jared offered his assistance to any local business with issues or questions.

SOCA is hosting an event at The Coldwater Depot on September 11th; Will Roberts will be leading the luncheon at Coldwater Depot. A motion to pay the SH portion of the luncheon, John moved, and Lisa seconded. Michelle will reach out to find the amount SH Chamber owes.

The SH holiday open house will be November 9th and 10th. 

Luke Cooper won the pot of gold! Congrats!!

Kelly motioned to adjourn, and Josh seconded it.







Businesses/Organizations represented at the Chamber meeting were:

Cooper Farms
Edward Jones
Fishbaugh Eye Care
Gardens of SH
Peoples Bank
Romers
SH Subway
Stammen Insurance
Technical Roofing
Tomorrows Technology Today
Village of SH
Wabash Mutual




Next meeting will be October 1st at Romer’s at 7:30 am.




Eydie Kremer
Chamber Secretary
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